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OFTHE 


BRITISH NATION. 


— SeuwMay Merce rg: 


the Oppofers of all Relief to the languifhing and perithiag, bound Hand 

Milerable, from your Scheme of Foat Ga Lives and’ : ia 
the vaft Army of Bankrupts in England? Pojat of Chavley kittie Prlaeee 
If there be 80000 Infolvents, there are cy, they thauld be- taken; inta {ome 
2000060 Thieves, who lie now up andédowr Management, and their Cir 
devouring honeft Mens Eftates; and you made either better or worfe. ay 
would haveallthefeletgo, wouldyou,that 2. Are they Thieves ?) —— Why-then 
they might try the fame Trick over again, hang them ——= lam onesie, 
and worry Trad¢ it felf to Death by the there are many of: them would fign a 


A N D what-doyou gather now, fay 1 It is a vaft. Number of Families.to lie 


innumerable. Tricks, Frauds and: Shams, Petition to. he deliver’d from the hore 
which they have learn’d in thofe San&nuaries rid Condition they are now.is, by.the 


of. Rogues, the Mint and Rales; tifemore. Gallows ;. Death is not half fo terrible, 
there are, the more need to keep them as a lingting, ftarving Confinement, 


under the Lath of the Law. without Bread or Liberty. Were fome 

$o talk.the mad Men of this Age, but calm of the Creditors but to fee, -what the 
Reafosing talks. quite another Language 5 Debtors, they have laid up in Prifons, 
Pray, -will you hear it a little ? fuffer, Ican hardly think, their Mearts 


could 


could bear the Sight, and not open 
_Doorstothem. . ~~ : 

not to be expeéted, that Charity and 
Compaffion Rosia do this Work, but 
let us come to Reafoning — = 


Examine the Law,’and. there I de- 
mand Juftice for them, and do aver, 


that ia all che Nations of the Earth it 
‘js counted reafonable, and their Laws 
‘provide for ic ; that the Perfon of the 


Debtor fhould not be confia’d for the 


Payment of his Debt, unlefs he couid 
be conviéted of Fraud, and then he 
was not confin’d for Payment, but for 
Punifhment 3; nor has it been the In- 
tent and Meaning‘of the Laws of 
England, that it fhould be fo here, 
however Cruelty and Barbarity have. 
prevail’d in thefe latter Times. 

4+ I plead for it from the Iotereft of the 
Creditor Do thefe 80000 Men 
aod their Families live on your Eftates, 
and eat out your Stocks ; devour your 
Properties, and {pend your Money—— 
Why do you let them do it? Why do 


you not take it from them, and turn 


them going ? I dare fay, every one of 
them would confent to an Aé&, that 
whoever .with-held a- Farthing from 


bis Creditors, the Cloaths on his Back 


excepted, fhould.be hang’d at the 
Exchange-Gate, provided they might 
then be Freemen——— And I am fure, 
I would be the laft Man fhould plead 
for aReprieve to any Man that would 
not Far be itfrom me, or any 
hone Man, to plead for Debtors 
fpending their Creditors Eftates let 
them all be ftrip’d as naked as you will, 
give them but Air to breath, and Li- 

rty to work for more: But to call 
Men Thieves when they eat your 
Bread, and you will not give them 
leave to eat theic own, is to call your 
felves Devils and not Men, Barbarians, 
not Chriftians, that are for lock 
ing Men up from Labour, and then 
blaming them for eating your Bread— 
They ought to eat your Bread; and if 


they have it not in their own keeping 


3. But this is not what I plead for; it-is 


A a 


Martherers,and that’s 
than Thieves Let ere 
fay what they wif, Laws may be un-_ 
lawful in theic Nature; tho’ they 


‘you ought to fend it them, or you are 
aDegteeworfe — 
the Laws here — 


= 


n 
=~ i 


have the San@tion of the Legiflature’ 
ot the Country———~ And he that 


will imprifon aMan, when he knows © 


he can neither pay him his Debt, nor 
feed himfelf there, is as much a Mur- 

therer in the Sence of GOD's Law,. 
as he that fhould -go: and piftol his 
- Debtor in the Dark, would be in the 

Eyeof our Law. - 

If then you would have your Eftates from - 
the Hands of Debtors, why do you not take . 
them? Strip them as naked as you will, 
and turn them loofe, you may certainly have 
a your Eftates out of their Hands, thet is, 
as far as it is in their Hands 3 for itiigno far- 
ther they are to be call’d Thieves and Des 
vourers of your Eftatés———— [t is the 
Cruelty of Creditors which makes Debtors 
Thieves, and keeps the Eftate of the Cre- 
ditor out of their Hand—— ‘You'll fay 
the Guilt lies firft on the Debtor, for taking 
my Eftate into his Mands, and 1’ll alow 
that to be true, without debating the Ex- 
ceptions that may lie againft ic—But if the 
Debtor fee his Error, and teftifie his Sence 
of it, by being ready to deliver up all he 
has left, and make all the Satisfaétion to 
me and thereft of his Creditors, that he 
can, defiring to referve nothing but his 
Liberty, and J will not let him do‘it ; I 
transfer the reft of the Guilt from the 
Debtor to my felf, and I am the Caufe, 
why the Creditors, who are willing, are 
not fatisfy’d, and why the poor Man lives 
upon the retR—For Human Nature cannot 
ftarve ; and if the Creditor will not give 
him his Hands to work, he muft be content 
he eats up what is in his Poffeffion.. And 
this is the Reafon and Foundation of all the 
Laws in Foreign Countries, and in a Part 
ofour own, wherein Scotland is both more 
juft and more merciful than we are; Vix. 
That if a Creditor will confine his Debtor, 
and the Debtor cannot fubfift himfelf, 
THE CREDITOR SHALL; for the 
Mao muft not flarve———And whes s the 


Len- 


‘Effeéts all the whileheis confin’d, andcon- calm 


1 anguage of this Lew ? But that it is la 
r the Debtor to live on the Creditors 


_ fequently prevented labouring to fubfift 


y 


bimfelf——. ‘1 grant this may be carry’d 


toc high, and a confcientions Debtor would 
five very [paringly on it ; but I am {peaking 


of the Juftice of the Cafe, when Things are 
brought to Extremities. 

make from the vaft Number of In- 
folvents, which I have fuppofed to 
be in this. Nation, and that is, that 


_ §. I have one Obfervation more 


‘ofall Laws already made for the Eafe 
cog Debtors, and alfo the fatal 
Effects of that implacable Spirit, which 
reigns fo generally in this Nation 
againft unfortunate Tradefmen: I 
could note here fome remarkable In- 
‘ftances of Men, that have been the 
common Deftreyers or the unhappy 
Devourers of Men and Families, who 
have by the Wheel of Providence 
been brought down to the fame Mi- 
fery; but I fhall only tell them in 
fhort, they may read their Sin-in their 
Punifbment, \et them caution others. 
to avoid the like.. 


And what Advantage has it been to Cre- 


" ditors ?. Have the Gentle or the Farious 
_ one with another made the beft Produce of 


a Bankrupts Eftate ? —- I with, you would 
bear, Gentlemen; co have this examin’d, 
and I would be glad, any Man would name 
me a Cafe, in which [ could illuftrate this, 
for the general Inftru@ion with an Im- 
partiality notto be reproach’d, fome Cafe 
in which Iam equally a Stranger. to both 
Parties ; and till 1am better fupply’d,. 1’il 
take a Cafe publick enough———-- And in 
which, before I fpeak of it, I-folemaly 
profefs, 1 ama Perfon perfe@ly indifferent, 
J mean the Cafe of PJ T K_1 N, a known 
Cafe to all the World, but fo happily di- 
fant to me inall its Ciecomftances, that 
tho” my Acquaintance is none of the leaft 
in the World—Yet I have no Manner of 
Knowledge or Correfpondence either on 
one fide or other with Debtor or Creditor- 
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by this maybe feen the fatal Deficiency 


Bat I would be glad to heer, in tha 
whole Affair, has seen cay, hg 
fare of the Thing reqnire besneme oe 
Creditor the greateft Advantage? —— 
When the Bankrupt was feiz’d and 
ar 5 ferioss aid eananetie teceige 
and coa 
ale him to the Difcovery of ne 


Ta the Profecution ofhis Difcovery, did 
a Treaty and Hearkning to Propofals, pro- 
duce a Payment, or did it not? 
Acd has all the Violence and Fury pra- 
Gis’ fince, produc’d one Shilling in the 
Pound more, or is it likely to do fo, or is 


it not? ——ee=. 1 haye n to do with 
Perfons and Crimes, let: every. Man ane 
{wer for his own But:1 am upoa 


the Deficiency of Methods, -and I ftate 
the re | fair, whether the Severity. 
and Fury.ot Creditors, or calm and come 
pos'd. Liftening to the Psopofals of the 
Debtors, and making the deft of Things 
by Treaty ; whether, //ay, of thefe Two 
has. t the moft. Advantage to the 
Creditor ?- 


See, es Se ee SE eo 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Lately Publifhd, 


A New Defcription of the World, des 
.lineating. Europe, Afe, Africa, and 
America ; with a Map and Tables of the 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronological and 
Hiftorical Account of the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religion, Langua- 
ges, Cuftoms, Commodities, Revolations, 
and Rareties thereof. By 4. Curfon, Gent. 
Sold by Yebs Morphew, near. Stationers- 
Bull. (Price.2 5.) 
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An Advertifement of CHARITY, 

) OCCULIST, Who has by the Biefing 
orGODP, on bis 1 ence Wit! 
vfwal Succeft, cur’d great, Numbers of Pec~ 
pte of Cancers, Ulcers, Piftulas, Weng, 
Double'and Single, Hair Lips, Wey Necks, 
and other Détormities, with Beafiefs tho’ 
ef long Conth ! pestasy 
Blindne(s, Dimaefaof Sight, Cararaéts, and 
aft Diftempers of the Byes, and even many 
‘that have been born Blind. 


"He fhall contioue in Town at his Honfe . * 
in Durbam Yard ‘in the Strand, where alk - 


the Afflicted in the aforefaid Cafes may ap- 
‘ply to him. ae : : 
He cqntinves te give shis -Advice and 


Affiftance to the Poor Gratis, efpectally to 1 


fuch Seamen aad Soldiers as have receiv’d 
any Injury to their Sight im the Service of 
their Country whom he has always affifted, 
‘ever fince the Beginning of Kiog Wiliam’s 
Reign, to whom he was alfo [worn Occulift 3 
He has cur’d greatNtn bers ofthem in.meer 
Charity, who muft otberwife have been 
ufelefs to. themlelves, and chargeable to 
the Government, and refolves fill to con- 
tinue his Charity te them as freely-as ever, 
‘Sach as fend to his Honfe may alfo have 
at reafonable Rates hisreftorativeMedicines 
for the Byes, which prevent Suffufions or 
Catpra@s in their Beginnings, and clear 
and -preferve the Sight.” a 
~ Alfo the Lady READ has by tong Bx 
rience and very fuecefsful Praétice arriv’d to 
an extraordinary Skil’ in‘ Couching Cata- 
ra&s, which fhe performs with great 
Dexterity and Succefs. 


¥ Sir WILLEAM READ Her Majefiy’s 
Experieace wih uge — 


Sontinuance, but efpecialy of | ; 


of Ruptures,’ which: have gain’d 

‘at — —— yet secthies : 
to fo. great a Nicety, that one 
E his Steel Spring Troffee of the largefl 
Size, feldom Exceeds 4 ounces in Weight, 

and one of the {maliett rarely exceeds a 
quarter of an Ounce, and are fo well a 


da to the thapes of 
pier fi are extraordinary eafy eves. to 
New-bora Tofsats, and “Tocieiy" hese 


Prefeot Street 

ndon. 

' NB. His Mother, the Widow of the late 
lives at the Place 

very fkiNfulin the 
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